learning to take place” (Darling Hammond et.al., 2020). Recent research also shows
that trust and relationships among teachers, parents, and school leaders is imperative,
and the extent to which that relationship exists in a positive way “predicts the
likelihood of gains in achievement and other student outcomes where instructional
expertise is also present.” (Darling Hammond et.al., 2020). Ladson-Billings (1995) also
supports the importance of culturally relevant texts in students’ education by valuing
and elevating their experiences, acknowledging the importance of this value in
classroom practices where “…knowledge is continuously recreated, recycled, and
shared by the teachers and the students” (p. 163).

How Does Connect by Capstone Provide an
Accessible and Equitable Resource?
Capstone’s Connect includes an ecosystem of products that brings together
teachers and resources that support student learning in the context of state and
national standards. Connect includes PebbleGo, thousands of E-books, and an easily
accessed source for connecting these tools to learning goals and standards.
PebbleGo, an online platform containing wide ranging non-fiction articles and media
provides elementary teachers with a supplemental resource including texts that all
students can access digitally, audio recordings, and Spanish language versions of their
materials, which teachers can also print for students to read offline. Students are able
to read PebbleGo articles through a multimodal, multi-sensory platform, which levels
the playing field for the students in the classroom, regardless of their ability. In doing
so, students with different learning needs and visual disabilities are able to experience
and engage in high quality texts that extend their learning and allows them to better
engage in lessons.
Teachers are able to utilize PebbleGo as a versatile tool that is widely
accessible within their classroom, and is also inviting for students who are advanced
readers, so teachers can offer the same tool within PebbleGo for all students from
those who are advanced to those who need additional learning support. Articles
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interests through high quality, engaging, multimodal texts that support student
literacy development.
Thus, PebbleGo offers an accessible resource to teachers, students, and
families that connects diverse stories and experiences while supporting multimodal,
multi-cultural and multi-sensory learning that expands the range of access and equity
within elementary school classrooms.

Implementing Capstone’s Ecosystem of Products
in Kindergarten-6th Grade.
Connect
Connect by Capstone provides teachers with a straightforward platform to
access standards tied directly to PebbleGo’s non fiction articles and Capstone’s
engaging e-books that support classroom use. Connect provides a one-stop-shop for
supplemental materials that are directly connected to state standards, and links
directly to articles, activities, e-books, and other multimodal resources that teachers
can bring directly into their classroom with minimal time searching for solutions.
These tools facilitate easy classroom integration and provide teachers with tools that
can be utilized for students with a wide range of instructional levels and abilities. This
platform is incredibly powerful in connecting Capstone’s tools to one another and
teachers can seamlessly integrate the resources it provides into lessons and activities,
providing an accessible option through which students can advance their literacy
skills and learn new content tied directly to their core lessons and standards.

PebbleGo
PebbleGo’s non-fiction articles include a wide variety of topics that is easily
navigable by even the youngest students. PebbleGo’s platform places the learning into
the hands of students, emphasizing digital literacy skills and competencies with a
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strong literacy base that is easy to access and is widely representative of people,
places, and topics. It’s read-aloud feature in both English and Spanish acts as a vehicle
for access for students of different ability levels, and students can freely explore
articles based on their interest in that subject rather than their reading ability. Thus,
students are exposed to topics that are interesting to them, harnessing the power of
reading and learning through personalized learning experiences and additional books
and articles to extend their learning.

Capstone’s Interactive E-books
Capstone’s Interactive E-books are an excellent way for teachers to
encourage independent student reading within their classroom with high quality,
engaging books tied directly to their curriculum. Capstone’s read aloud feature
creates an accessible model that students can utilize to experience texts through
multiple modalities, creating new ways for implementing rich literacy experiences in
elementary school classrooms that are standards based, and easily integrated in
lessons as well as at home. The open access for students also allows them to share the
e-books with parents and care givers, extending opportunities for literacy in the
home and inviting students to explore books that can be easily accessed that enrich
their home libraries.
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